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Rayne Primary School Nursery
Nursery Teacher :  Miss K. Edwards

Nursery Nurse    :  Mrs. J. Overall

Telephone 324959

31st October 2011
Dear Parents,

Below is general information and dates for this half term:
List of dates for this half term:

· Monday 31st October – Theatre company performing a Maths production to whole school (normal Nursery hours)
· Friday 25th November – Reports out 
· Tuesday 29th November – Open Afternoon 12.30p.m. – 1p.m.
· Friday 9th December – Nursery Post box walk (normal Nursery hours)
· Friday 16th December – Last day of term
Next week I will send out a letter with information and dates about our Christmas themed day and party.
General Information:

Snack Money

Snack money for this half term is £7. This can be paid weekly or half termly. 
Library books and Picture books 

Library books will continue to come home every Friday. 

Picture books will come home every other week beginning this Friday 11th November. 

Please return Library books and yellow reading records every Friday. 

Picture books will come home every other week, please return these the following Friday.
This term within our Reading Rockets scheme the children are travelling to Saturn. Please ensure that every time you share a book with your child at home that you record it in their yellow reading record. If your child shares a book, from Nursery or home or any other reading material, three times a week, they will receive a star for their rocket. If your child collects six stars over this half term they can move their rocket to Saturn and receive a small prize and certificate at the end of term. We have found this gives the children a great sense of achievement and is an excellent way of preparing them for school, as this is a scheme which will continues through the Foundation and Key Stage One. 

Letters and Sounds games

Your child will bring home two Letters and Sounds games over the next half term, this will support your child in consolidating their learning. This half term we will continue to focus on sounds in the environment, creating sounds using body parts and musical instruments and singing and learning new rhyming songs. 
Coats and Wellingtons
Thank you for sending in a pair of wellingtons with your child, I am sure they will get a lot of use over the coming months. Please could you make sure your child has a warm, waterproof coat with them everyday at Nursery as we will continue with indoor/outdoor flow through the winter months. In particularly cold weather please send your child to Nursery with a hat, gloves and scarf, please ensure these are all named, your child can place these in the toy basket at the start of each session. 
Communication Books

Thank you for the positive response to these, which is impacting the learning and planning taking place in Nursery.  Please encourage your child to return these and put them in the blue basket, by their name cards, every day. 

Reports
Your child will bring home their ‘mini report’ on Friday 25th November. This is to provide you with information about your child at Nursery and what they are working towards.  It will include a brief description of how they have settled into Nursery and three individual targets we will be working on at Nursery. You will be able to discuss any questions you have at open afternoon.
Open afternoon

Open afternoon will be on Tuesday 29th November. This will work in the same way as the open afternoon has last half term. Please bring your child to Nursery at the normal time of 12.30 p.m. and come in with them. If you are unable to come please feel free to send another family member, just let us know. 

Below is some brief information about areas we will be looking at this half term: 
We do not rigidly stick to these themes and we value the children’s individual interests, creating activities and learning opportunities based on their interests and needs wherever possible. We may change what we are looking at depending on a childs/childrens interest or idea and plan learning experiences to extend these.

We will continue to think about festivals and celebrations and the reasons they are significant to different people. 
We will reflect on our learning about Diwali and then think about Bonfire night, comparing it to our own celebrations and those of others. We will create art work using different techniques such as using the paint programme on the computer to create firework pictures. We will talk about how we can stay safe at night time and at night time events such as bonfire night. The children will have the opportunity to create sounds and pieces of music to represent their different experiences of bonfire night as well as noises they may hear in day and night time.

This will lead into thinking about light and dark. We will compare the difference between night and day and what happens at different times of the day. We will use stories such as ‘The Bear and the Scary Night’ and ‘Home before Dark’ to explore the childrens perceptions of night time. The children will be encouraged to identify what happens and different points in the stories and make predictions about what may happen at the end. We will look at light sources and how shadows are created. 
We will also think about space and the different planets, the children will have access to a range of stories about space and non-fiction texts to extend their learning. Role-play areas such as a mission control centre will be used to encourage the children’s mark making and early writing skills. We will use bee bots (programmable floor turtles) as aliens travelling between different planets to work on positional language and saying and programming different instructions/directions.

Nearer the end of term we will look at how and why Christmas is celebrated by some people. We will compare this to other seasonal festivals such as Hanukkah and those we have previously learnt about. The children will be involved in wide range of art and creative activities and we will read and talk about the story of the Nativity. 
Over the term we will also be focusing on consolidating the children’s recognition of simple two dimensional shapes and their properties and encouraging them to talk about the shapes they are using in the play. We will also work on supporting the children in accurately counting small groups of objects and matching them to numerals and identifying differences in practical amounts of objects using language such as ‘same’, ‘different’, ‘more’ and ‘less’.
All activities based around any festivals or specific religions will be taught from an objective point of view. We explore these different areas so that children have an awareness of and are beginning to develop an understanding that people have different needs, views, cultures and beliefs that need to be treated with respect.
Please support us by talking to your child about what they have been doing at Nursery and continue explore anything that has captured their interest and imagination at home. Look out on the Parents/Carers Notice Board (located in the cloakroom) for further suggestions and ideas about how to develop your child’s learning at home.

If you have any questions about what we will be learning this term or would like to know how we are teaching any particular areas or skill please do not hesitate to ask.

Yours sincerely,

Miss K Edwards

Nursery Teacher

