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Rayne Primary School Nursery
Nursery Teacher :  Miss K. Edwards

Nursery Nurse    :  Mrs. J. Overall

Telephone 324959

9th September 2011

Dear Parents,

The curriculum for the Nursery draws it’s objectives from the EYFS (Early Years Foundation Stage) and the Development Matters points within this. We base all learning on the children’s needs, where they are and what they need to do to progress. The six areas of learning within the EYFS will all be planned for and covered within the different themes.

We will work on the children’s independence skills, gross and fine motor skills, visual and spatial control, early reading, writing and mathematical skills.

Below is some brief information about the different themes will be looking at this half term. This half term we will be focusing on colours, shapes and patterns, looking at the seasons and the changes in our natural environment. We will also be finding out about Diwali, the Hindu Festival of Light.                                                                                               

We do not rigidly stick to these themes and we value the children’s individual interests, creating activities and learning opportunities based on their interests and needs wherever possible. We may change what we are looking at depending on a child’s/children’s interest or idea and plan learning experiences to extend these.

Learning this half term:

Settling In:
Over the next few weeks the children will continue exploring and becoming familiar with their new environment and routines. We will be discussing and thinking about our ‘Nursery Rules’ and how we should behave and treat others, we will continue to revisit and think about these throughout the term. We will use this first half term to get to know your child and assess their individual needs in relation to the curriculum, we will use information we have been given from their previous setting, information you have provided us with and observe them during play based activities. This assessment will be used to plan their next steps and individual targets, and we will continue to observe and support them in achieving these and enabling their learning to progress. 
Colours and Patterns:

We will also begin to explore colours and pattern, using stories such as the ‘Rainbow Fish’ and ‘Elmer’ the elephant. We will use stories such as these to think about the importance of sharing and to encourage the children to think about the similarities and differences in how we look and how we are all individual.

We will talk about the children’s favourite colours and things that are important to them. Using stories based on ‘Blue Kangaroo’, which is a child’s special bedtime toy, we will ask the children to bring in and show us their special toy of their own to show us all on Friday 23rd September (It doesn’t need to be blue). We will be encouraging the children to show each other their toys and express why they are special to them. We shall be extra careful to return all of the toys to their owners at the end of the session as we don’t want to be responsible for any sleepless nights.
We will use the outside areas to support their learning, such as using apples to explore colour, pattern, shape, counting and weighing. Stories such as ‘Little Red Riding Hood’ will be used to develop role-play contexts for example using puppets to retell the story and setting up role-play areas such as a Little Red Riding Hoods Grandma’s House. The children will be encouraged to join in with reading familiar stories by repeating certain phrases and we will use key words from stories to exploring rhyming patterns. The children will learn the story of ‘The Gingerbread Man’ and learn simple actions to help them remember the order of events and the story language. Throughout their time in Nursery and in the main school they will learn a set of stories based on Pie Corbett’s work, this supports their early reading and writing skills and enables them to have a bank of stories to draw upon. 
Harvest Time
We will think about the changes in the environment around us and the seasons. We will go on a walk around the school grounds and encourage the children to observe and talk about their environment. We will focus on the Harvest time and talk about how different people celebrate Harvest time. We will make our own bread rolls and we will use this opportunity to try different fruit and vegetables. This work will be linked with discussions about being healthy and beginning to take care of ourselves. 

Diwali

We will think about Diwali the Hindu festival of light, exploring why and how people celebrate this festival. The children will join in with activities such as, making their own rangoli patterns, exploring Indian dance and food which maybe eaten at the festival, to give them an insight into the celebrations which take place.

Letters and Sounds

In our ‘Letters and Sounds’ work this half term we will focus on developing your child’s speaking and listening skills. We will explore sounds in our environment through activities such as making big ear headbands and going on a listening walk around the school. We will also explore the different sounds instruments make and try and copy and recreate sounds. The children will make their own shakers and explore the sounds they can make with them, as well as using them to accompany singing activities. We sing different songs and rhymes on a daily basis and encourage the children to explore the different words within songs. 

All activities based around any festivals or specific religions will be taught from an objective point of view. We explore these different areas so that children have an awareness of and are beginning to develop an understanding that people have different needs, views, cultures and beliefs that need to be treated with respect.

Please support us by talking to your child about what they have been doing at Nursery and continue explore anything that has captured their interest and imagination at home. Look out on the Parents/Carers Notice Board (located in the cloakroom) for further suggestions and ideas about how to develop your child’s learning at home.

Information about how we record your child’s learning:

Learning Journey Books

During each session your child will have the opportunity to experience a wide range of creative and construction activities, such as creating collages using materials in the Creative Area or using the paint pens outside to create a painting. Your child will have the choice to bring these home or have their work stuck into their Learning Journey books. Your child will not bring lots of work they have completed with the adults home, it will either be displayed around the nursery or put in their Learning Journey books. Your child’s Learning Journey book will include their learning experiences and progression throughout their time at Nursery.  This will include any adult-led work the children complete, any work they independently complete e.g. art work, that they would rather put in their books than take home and any observations we make about your child. 

In line with the EYFS curriculum and guidance which we follow, the majority of assessment we make about your child’s learning is through observing their play and making notes about their interaction within different learning experiences. These will be put in their ‘Learning Journey’ books. As social interaction and play is a vital in your child’s learning and development a lot of our observations are based on a group of children rather than individual children. In these cases we will photocopy the observation and black out the other children’s names so that you will still be able to view your child’s interaction and play with others.

You will be invited to look at your child’s Learning Journey book each half term and your child’s book will be sent home at the end of their time at Nursery.

Assessment Books
They will also have an assessment book at Nursery in which we will record and stick a piece of independent mark making and a mathematical based activity each term. We will observe your child during these activities and use this as one of the ways to plan their next learning steps. These books will be passed onto their Reception teacher and continued in their new class and throughout their time at our school as a record of their progress.
Handwriting Folders

Your child will also have a handwriting folder, which will include all of the different handwriting pattern work they complete at Nursery. We usually focus on these during your child’s second and third term. This will be sent home at the end of your child’s time at Nursery.

If you have any questions about any of the information above please do not hesitate to ask.

Yours sincerely,

Miss K Edwards

Nursery Teacher

