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Rayne Primary School Nursery
Nursery Teacher :  Miss K. Edwards

Nursery Nurse    :  Mrs. J. Overall

Telephone 324959

6th January 2012
Dear Parents,

Below is information about what we have and will be learning about this half term:

Since we have been back we have been revisiting our Nursery rules and thinking about friendships and how we treat others. We have also been focusing on different nursery rhymes, exploring and extend rhyming patterns.
French Week:

Next week we will be finding out about France, supporting the introduction of our French lessons. The children will be finding out about simple characteristics of the country, using photographs and non-fiction books and will use a range of construction materials to create some famous landmarks, identifying the different shapes used and their features. The children will have the opportunity to taste some traditional French foods and will be encouraged to draw comparisons with their own culture. 

If you have any photographs, artefacts or items of clothing from France please send them in next week for your child to share with the class. If possible please label these. We will make sure these are safely returned to you.
Ourselves:

Later in the term we will be learning all about ‘Ourselves’; covering aspects such as our bodies, senses, growth and emotions. 

We will talk about the different parts of our bodies and how they move. We will look at the bones within the body using the Funny bones stories as a starting point. The children will be encouraged to think about how they can look after themselves; being hygienic, taking care of parts of our bodies for example their teeth, eating healthy foods, exercising and sleeping. We will be learning about growth, how our body changes and grows. 
We will use class and small group discussions to explore emotions and think about experiences when we may feel different emotions. We will focus on senses, encouraging the children to widely use their senses to explore the world around them. We will use structured activities, both inside and outside, to allow the children to explore their senses and develop their descriptive language.

Chinese New Year:

We will continue thinking about our own and other cultures and will be finding out about the Chinese New Year (Monday 23rd – Wednesday 25th January 2012) and how it is celebrated. The children will have an opportunity to try a range of Chinese foods such as; spring rolls, noodles, melon and cherries and we will use this to encourage the children to use their senses to explore the different foods. We will use artefacts, books and photographs to observe simple similarities and differences between our life styles and those of the people who live in China. All teaching of this nature will be delivered in an objective and sensitive manner.

If you have any photographs, artefacts or items of clothing from China please send them in on the week beginning 23rd January 2012 for your child to share with the class. If possible please label these. We will make sure these are safely returned to you.
We will explore all these themes through a range of planned play activities and resources, such as role-play areas as a Hospital and Chinese Restaurant and creative tasks. There will also be focused structured and free choice activities to develop independence skills, gross and fine motor skills, visual and spatial control, early reading, writing and mathematical skills.

The children will be encouraged to join in with focused discussions drawing on their own experiences, working on structured activities and time to explore and develop their own paths of enquiry.  We do not rigidly stick to these themes and we value the children’s individual interests, creating activities and learning opportunities based on their interests and needs wherever possible. 

All areas of the Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum are equally important and planned for, creating links between them wherever possible.

Please support us by talking to your child about what they have been doing at Nursery. I will put ideas up for developing learning at home on the Parents/Carers Notice Board.

I will send out information about what we will be focusing on next half term in the first week after half term.

If you have any concerns or health issues with your child trying any of the food above please let us know.

If you have any further questions about any of the information above please do not hesitate to speak to me.

Yours sincerely,

Miss K Edwards

Nursery Teacher

