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Rayne Primary School Nursery
Nursery Teacher :  Miss K. Edwards

Nursery Nurse    :  Mrs. J. Overall

Telephone 324959

4th January 2012
Dear Parents,

Welcome back! I hope you all had a lovely holiday.

Below is some general information for this term, most of which will be a reminder:

Activities to support learning at home:
Library and Picture books

Your child will bring home their first Library book and Picture book this Friday 6th January.
Please return books and reading records on a Friday, new Library books will come home every Friday and picture books will come home every other Friday.

Penpals Handwriting Practice sheets

This term we will continue developing your child’s gross motor skills, visual control and spatial control in all areas of their learning. A lot of the children have shown a keen interest in pencil activities and we will now be introducing further finer motor control (the ability to fine-tune movements of the arm, hands and fingers) activities such as making marks in the sand, using large playground chalks, pattern sheets and activities and threading tasks.

Every Monday your child will bring home a handwriting sheet for you to work on at home with your child. There is no pressure for your child to complete these handwriting sheets, they are a way of preparing them for letter formation and the transition into Reception. These sheets work alongside the structured activities we have going on during the week and allow your child to work on the same aspects at home and during their time at Nursery. 

Your child will begin by bringing home straight line pattern sheets and we will concentrate on this for several weeks before moving onto the next handwriting pattern. Your child can keep these sheets at home. 

Please feel free to make alternative versions of the sheets at home or try new ways to encourage your child to develop their finer motor control. There will be further suggestions for activities on the parents/carers notice board. Please encourage your child to share what they have been doing at home with us at Nursery. Your child will bring home their first handwriting pattern sheet on Monday 9th January.

Letters and Sounds

We will continue to work on developing the children’s speaking and listening skills this term through a range of focused whole class, small group and individual activities. This term we will be focusing on developing your child’s awareness of rhyme and alliteration (repetition of the same initial sound in words; e,g, silly smelly sausages. You can support this at home by encouraging your child to sing lots of nursery rhymes and supporting them in identifying rhyming words. This can be quite a hard task for young children and may take them some time to grasp, we will continue to revisit this skill throughout their time in Nursery and in Reception. You can also encourage your child to join in with alliteration verses and play games such as; eye spy, using the letter sound rather than the name. If you are unsure of any of the pronunciation of the letter sounds please just ask us. 

Letters and Sounds games will continue to come home on Fridays and will work in the same way as last term.
French

We are very fortunate to be able to offer the children to have short French lesson each week in the Foundation Stage. Now your child has moved to the morning class they will have a short session every Wednesday with Madame Anderson, our French teacher. During these sessions both myself and Mrs. Overall will support the children and we will follow up key words and phrases during the week. During the French session the children will be taught simple words and phrases in French through games, stories and songs. This opportunity enables your child to become familiar with another language and culture which they can continue to develop throughout their time at school. 

Later in the term I will send out information about what we have been focusing on, for you to support and share with your child. 
Scissor Control

Please continue to practice these skills at home with your child as they provide a secure basis for your child when they move into Reception. We will continue to work on these skills in Nursery providing further independent cutting activities for the children to access.

General Information:

Nursery rules and praise and encouragement

During the first few weeks of term we will be revisiting our Nursery rules, discussing the importance of them and asking the children to think about ways in which they can be good friends to each other. Please continue to support us by discussing the importance of rules and appropriate behaviour and their positive outcomes.
Open Morning and Reports

The first open morning will be on Tuesday 7th February 2012, 11.15 – 11.45 a.m. 

The second open morning will be on Monday 26th March 2012, 11.15 – 11.45 a.m.
Please come to the nursery at 11.15 a.m. on these dates to look around the nursery and at your child’s work. If you are unable to attend, another family member is more than welcome to come.

If you have any questions before these dates please do not hesitate to speak to me.

Your child’s mini report for this term will come home on Friday 23rd March 2012. 
Bags

Please make sure your child brings a bag with them daily, this will be particularly important when they begin to bring home their handwriting pattern sheets and is a good way of preparing your child for when they go to school.

Snack Money

Snack money for this term is £6. This can be paid weekly or half termly. This term we will continue to use snack time as an opportunity for the children to try different healthy snacks as well as having more focused cooking activities.

Home Communication Books

Thank you for taking the time to write in these last term, it supported our knowledge of your child by finding out about your child’s experiences and achievements at home. Please continue to keep sharing these with us. We are encouraging the children to take these out of their bags themselves at the start of each session and place them in the basket by their name cards. Please encourage this independence from your child. 
Additional Adults

Every Thursday morning Mrs. Pearson and Mrs. Rawlings will take the Nursery session. This is due to the increased Nursery session times. Mrs. Overall and myself will use this time to plan and update assessment data. Mrs. Pearson and Mrs. Rawlings are the teaching assistants from the Reception classes and this will also provide part of your child’s transition, allowing them to get to know your child and vice versa.  I will still plan for these sessions and oversee the learning taking place. On Thursdays please pass on any messages relevant to the session to them, any other messages, questions or concerns please speak to myself or Mrs. Overall directly. 
Mrs. Ratoff will also be working with our class for some sessions, with myself and Mrs. Overall, she has previously worked within the main school and foundation stage. 
Start of the Session

If you have an older child who goes into the main school at 8.50 a.m. please wait with them until bringing your child into Nursery. Unfortunately there is not enough space in the cloakroom for parents, children and older siblings. 

Learning this term

At the end of this week I will send out information about the different areas and themes we will be focusing on this term.

If you have any questions about any of the information in this letter please do not hesitate to contact me.

Yours sincerely,

Miss K Edwards

Nursery Teacher

