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Rayne Primary School Nursery
Nursery Teacher :  Miss K. Edwards

Nursery Nurse    :  Mrs. J. Overall

Telephone 324959

6th January 2012
Dear Parents,

Firstly, I would like to begin by saying how nice it has been meeting your child again and beginning to get to know them.

The following is information about systems in place within the Nursery and what we are currently focusing on.

Day to Day Routines:

Our first few weeks and Nursery Rules

During our first few weeks we will spend time getting to know your child, familiarising them with their new environment and working out their needs and their next learning steps. We will also be focusing on behaviour and talking about our ‘Nursery rules’, a simple code of behaviour enabling groups of children and adults to interact positively and supporting the teaching and learning process effectively. The children will discuss what rules they think would make them feel happy and safe at Nursery and we will help them understand the need for such rules and encourage them to consider the possible outcomes if their behaviour is inappropriate. We will continually revisit these rules and why we have them throughout the term. 

We hope you will support us at home by discussing the importance of rules and appropriate behaviour and their positive outcomes.

Praise and Encouragement

I am sure you will agree with me that praising children continually for good behaviour and individual achievements is vital. Within the Nursery we will verbally praise the children, give them stickers and certificates. Each week we will decide upon a ‘Star of the Week’, a child who has tried hard in something they may find difficult or who has shown exceptional behaviour during the whole week. The ‘Star of the Week’ will have their name displayed in the Nursery, they will bring a certificate home to share their success with you and will get to sit on a special star cushion during carpet sessions for the whole week. I have found this is a great way of challenging the children in areas they may struggle with and giving them the recognition they deserve. 

Routines

Within the Nursery we have set routines during the session, these help to give each session some structure and provide reassurance for the children. Each day there will be two special helpers who have the responsibilities such as; putting the names out for snack and going at the front when lining up. This helps the children develop a sense of responsibility and independence. We have a set snack time everyday and we encourage the children to wash up their own snack plates. As safety is paramount this will be a supervised activity. 

Outside Learning

Outside learning opportunities are vital to every child’s learning. During the last few school years we have worked hard to develop our outside learning facilities by creating different zones for learning in this space, such as an area for construction and a quiet area for reading outside. We also purchased new equipment which we are continually building on and have spent time observing the children to see how we could improve this area further. Each day the children have free flow access, the choice to play in or outside, during all sessions except in extreme weather conditions. We plan a range of activities and continually change the activities and opportunities for learning in both our inside and outside areas. The use of this space will be supervised by an adult at all times and will be a safe and secure environment for the children.

To make use of our outdoor area please ensure that:

· Your child has a waterproof and warm coat with them everyday. 

· During warmer weather your child has a sun hat with them and you have applied sun cream to your child before they come to Nursery. 

· During colder weather your child has a hat and gloves with them, which can be left in the basket in the cloakroom. 

· If possible please could you send your child in with a pair of wellingtons to keep at Nursery. If your child needs to bring their wellingtons home at any point, please just let us know.

Please make sure all of these are clearly labelled to avoid confusion amongst the children.

Activities to support learning at home:

Library and Bags

Every Friday your child will choose a Library book to bring home, please make sure that it is returned with your child’s reading record each Friday so that Mrs. Overall can help your child change their book. Your child will bring home their first Library book and their reading record next Friday 13th January 2012.

If your child could bring in a bag/backpack with them to each session it makes it easier for your child to bring their pictures, paintings, letters and books home each day. You can purchase a Nursery bag for £4.50, these come in a range of colours; navy, green, red and royal blue, please just ask us at the start or end of a session if you would like to buy one.

Picture Books

Your child will also bring home an Oxford Reading Tree picture book every other Friday. Please take the time to share and enjoy this book with your child. Your child will also bring home a ‘Take-Home Card’ with suggestions for discussions about the story and activities to extend what your child has read and understood. Please make any comments about your child’s response to the books in their Reading record. This book and take-home cards need to be returned every other Friday so I can change it for a new book. Your child will bring home their first book next Friday 13th January 2012 and will bring a new picture book home every other week after this. We have invested in some new plastic carry cases for your child to bring home their picture books in and they will also have a name card included in the case, please make sure that your child looks after and returns everything in and including the carry case, in order for us to reuse these again.

Penpals for Handwriting

Penpals for Handwriting is a scheme which we base many of our handwriting activities on and is used throughout the school. We work on these activities at Nursery and suggest ways in which you can share and continue this learning at home with your child. I will send out an information pack about Penpals and the ways in which you can support your child later this term.

Phonic Letter Sounds

We use the ‘Letters and Sounds’ Phonics programme scheme to support the children learning their letter sounds, within the nursery this is continued in the Foundation Stage and Key Stage One in the main school. We will begin short letters and sounds sessions later on during this term. Your child will bring home Letters and Sounds activities to support their learning. I will send out a letter explaining how these work next Friday. We are hoping to run a whole school Letters and Sounds workshop for parents to provide you with information about how this programme works, further information will be sent out in the near future.
Home Communication Books

Next week your child will bring home their Home Communication books, with further explanation. 

General Information:

Snack Money

Each half term we ask for a contribution for snack money, this half term it is £6. This can be paid weekly or half termly. At snack time your child will have the choice of milk, squash or water and a piece of fruit or vegetable followed by a biscuit. We will always encourage the children to try a piece of fruit or a vegetable. We receive Government funded fruit and milk. Your child’s snack money will be used to buy additional drink options such as sugar free squash and biscuits. We also use this to fund the frequent cooking activities we do in the Nursery and any special events we have, such as learning about, cooking and tasting foods from around the world and tea parties and picnics.

Open Afternoon and Reports

Please speak to myself or Mrs. Overall at the end of any session about how your child is settling in, you can also come and have a chat about how your child is settling in on Wednesday 18th January, please just come into the Nursery at the end of the session.

Every half term we invite parents into the Nursery so that your child can share their work with you, and so that you can look around the environment and talk to us about your child. Open afternoons for this term will be on Wednesday 8th February and Tuesday 20th March at 12.30 – 1 p.m. Please come into Nursery with your child on these dates. Please feel free to bring other family members with you, or if you are unable to make this date, a grandparent or other family member may want to come instead. Please just let us know. You will receive your child’s mini-report for this term on Friday 16th March.
Parents/Carers Notice Board

The Parents/Carers Notice Board is located in the children’s cloakroom. This has copies of recent letters sent out by the Nursery, reminders of events in the future, photographs of your child learning and ideas for ways to support your child’s learning at home. Please take the time to check this. 

Illness and absence

If your child is feeling unwell please do not worry about sending them to Nursery and missing a session. Every Nursery session aims to continue your child’s learning, however the skills and areas we focus on are repeated throughout every term so your child will not miss out on a particular skill or aspect of learning if they are absent due to illness. 

Please let the School Office know on the day if your child will not be at Nursery.

Nursery uniform

We will send out an order form next week if you would like to order any Nursery t-shirts or jumpers. It is not compulsory for your child to wear Nursery clothes although please do send your child to Nursery in practical clothes and footwear.

Additional Adults

Every Thursday afternoon Mrs. Stannard will be teaching your child in Nursery with Mrs. Overall, due to teacher’s statutory planning and preparation time. I will still plan for these sessions and oversee the learning taking place. 

Extreme Weather Conditions

Hopefully we won’t have as much snow as last winter, however if we have extreme snow or ice Mr.Wright may make the decision to close the school and Nursery. If you are unsure whether the Nursery will be open please listen to BBC Essex radio or visit their website, which lists the schools that are closed for the day. If the main school is closed the Nursery will also be closed.

Learning this term

At the start of next week I will send out information about the different areas and themes we will be focusing on this term.

At Rayne we feel it is vital for us to work in partnership with parents to support children’s learning and well being at all times. If you have any concerns or would like any further information about your child’s learning and time at Nursery please do not hesitate to speak to the Nursery Staff, send in a letter or ring us. 

Yours Sincerely,

Miss K Edwards

Nursery Teacher

