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Dear Parent

Welcome to our School

Rayne is a Community Primary Day School catering for boys and girls aged from 4 - 11, with part-time pre school provision for 4 year olds in a separate nursery class. The school has served the local community since 1878 though it moved to the present site in Capel Road with pleasant playing fields, quiet and environmental areas in 1975. As the village has grown, further classrooms have been added and last year a major building project to replace three temporary classrooms and provide a new hall, kitchens, library, ICT suite and improved offices, has greatly enhanced our facilities.

We seek to preserve the identity of the individual child within a strong sense of family and community for children. We believe that Primary education has a special significance; everything we do enhances children’s understanding of the world around them, has a practical value in their daily living, and can inspire them for life.

We provide a broad and balanced curriculum and have experienced and committed staff. In addition to gaining language, mathematical, scientific and technological skills, your child will build confidence, develop self reliance, learn to make decisions and develop the ability to articulate feelings and ideas. We also attach great importance to the children's social skills and seek to enable them to build relationships with other children and adults and to be sensitive to the feelings of others.

During the year we provide many opportunities to find out more about the work we do in school and your child's progress because you too are important to us . . . . . . .  if we are to do the best for our children it is essential that we work together.   
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Andy Wright  

Headteacher

Our School Aims  
In our school we believe that : -
Our children should be:

 appreciative  of social and moral responsibilities towards themselves, others and their environment.

 independent learners who have the ability to question, challenge, and engage in problem solving.

 open minded, value diversity, creative and imaginative.

 optimistic and have a positive self-image.

 equipped  to pursue ongoing  learning and harbour the curiosity and facility to embrace future challenges.

The curriculum should:

 be broad and balanced, offering opportunities for skill building in problem solving, independent thinking and questioning.

 be organised to ensure that learning is a continuous and progressive process

 provide experiences of other cultures and spiritual and moral issues.

 taught  through first hand experience, active discovery, drama, role-play, games and speaking and listening.

 encompass PSHE, citizenship and an awareness of  global issues and perspectives. 

 ICT should be implicit in all areas of the curriculum.
All adults in school should

 have a positive attitude towards children and  pass on an optimistic overview of life.

 acknowledge and value all children’s experiences and backgrounds in order to build upon a wide range of skills.

 ensure that opportunities are equal for all children

 show how to co-operate, collaborate and listen to enhance the enjoyment of learning.

 demonstrate by modelling that we as teachers have the confidence to be honest that we do not know all the answers – we cannot be experts on everything.
 Plan to include a range of teaching styles giving opportunities for co-operation, collaboration, listening, questioning and independent learning to develop- the children into life long learners.

Coming to Our School                                                                                    
Admission Arrangements  

For children starting school for the first time, admissions are processed by the Local Authority
 - information and guidance is set out within a Local Education Authority booklet entitled "Primary Education in Essex 2012/2013" which is available at the school, from  Essex Learning Services at County Hall, Chelmsford, or can be downloaded from www.essex.gov.uk/admissions.
Applications can be made on line or by post but parents should note that the closing date for primary applications is 15th January 2012.  
(The online application process opens on 17/10/11 and also closes on 15.01.12)
Admissions Policy

There is no guarantee of a place for children living in the priority admission area.In the event of oversubscription places will be allocated using the following criteria in the order given:

1. Children who are “Looked After”;

2. children living in the priority admission area with a sibling attending the school;

3. other children living in the priority admission area;

4. children living outside the priority admission area with a sibling attending the school;

5. remaining applications.

In the event of oversubscription within any of the above criteria, priority will be determined by straight line distance from home to school, those living closest being given the highest priority.

Exceptional medical circumstances (supported by medical evidence) may override the above criteria (other than Children Looked After).

Parents can phone 0845 603 2200 or email admissions@essex.gov.uk to check the admission area in which they live.
The offer of a nursery place to children does not guarantee a place in the main school.

Arrangements for parents to visit the school

Arrangements can be made to visit the school by appointment with the headteacher, who will be pleased to see parents, show them the school, and provide further information.  For those children who are about to start school there are "induction" meetings to introduce parents and children to the school and to meet teachers.   

We place great value on working in close cooperation with parents, and teaching staff or the headteacher are usually available to talk with parents on a day to day basis. However we also offer the opportunity for parents to “drop in” after school every other Thursday to look at their children’s work, as well as formal parents’ evenings each term when the child’s work and progress can be discussed. In addition, the headteacher is available for appointments at "evening surgeries" from 6.30 to 9.00 p.m. approximately every two weeks, when any issue may be raised by parents.  

School Organisation           

Chair of Governors 


Mr. C. Blackburn
Clerk to the Governing Body
Mrs. M. Whiteside

Headteacher 



Mr. A. Wright

Deputy Headteacher


Mrs. L. Khine
Finance Officer


Mrs. G. Dawkin

Office / Administration

Mrs. B. Falco

Site Manager 



Mr. A. Sainsbury

Senior Mid-day Supervisor

Mrs. B. Steele

School Librarian


Mrs. S. Scollard

A Guide to Primary Ages and Stages ..................

Foundation Key  Stage
Nursery 
 3 and 4 years of age 

(part time)                                                      



Reception        4 years of age -  (full time, but will become 5 








  during term they start school)

Key Stage 1
(KS1)

   Year 1
5 years                                                             (sometimes called Infants)
   Year 2
6 years                                                                      

Key Stage 2 
(KS2)

   Year 3
7 years        age at the beginning of  school

(sometimes called Juniors)        Year 4 
8 years              year, i.e. 1st September

                                                                                                                                                


   Year 5
9 years                                                                                                             


   Year 6         10 years                                                       


At the beginning of 2011 / 2012 the number on roll is  269  (including 33 nursery children).
The capacity of our school, (the “number intended to admit”), stands at  37  per year group. This is more than one class but not quite two, and as a result some of our classes are organised on a mixed year group basis.  Much consideration is given to the composition of each class, and we try to make this arrangement work to the benefit of our children.  
Class  Organisation : -  2011/2012                     

	                           Nursery

       Miss K. Edwards

Mrs. J. Overall

Mrs. P. Potter
	
	Reception 
Mr. M. Brownsell
Year 1
Mrs. R. Anderson / 

Mrs. S Harrison
	
	Year 2 / Year 1

Mr. D. Ball
Year 2 / Year 1
Mrs. C. Stacey / 
Mrs. R. Sedgwick

	
	
	
	
	

	Year 4 / Year 3

Mrs A. Ebbans
Year 4 / Year 3
Mrs. C. Kolton

	
	Year 4 / Year 5

Miss L. Piper

Year 5 / Year 6
Mrs. C. Matthews

	
	Year 6

Mrs. L. Khine



	KS1

Teaching Assistants
Mrs. D. Rawlings

Mrs. J. Turner
Mrs. J. Gambell
Mrs B. Steele

Mrs. S. Graham
Mrs. C. Green

Mrs. H. Pearson


	
	KS2

Teaching Assistants
Mrs. D. Wootton

Mrs. M. Lilley

Mrs. M. Bayliss
Mrs. S. Mixture
Mrs. L. Eagleton

Mrs. M. Clayden
Mrs. E. Bloomfield




From September 2011 parents of reception children can choose whether to start full time in September or later in the year. We hold meetings to outline the options available and offer opportunities for individual discussions with each parent.
In line with parents’ wishes, we will be running an additional reception class from January 2012, as has been the pattern in previous years.

Dates and Times                                             

School Session Times 

Nursery


Morning


8.45 am -  11.45 am





Afternoon


12.30 pm -   3.30 pm



Key Stage 1


Morning


9.00 am -  12.00 noon





Afternoon


1.15 pm -   3.15 pm

Key Stage 2


Morning

            9.00 am -   12.20 pm





Afternoon


1.15 pm -   3.15 pm

Teaching Hours  

The time spent on teaching each week, including religious education but excluding the statutory daily act of collective worship, registration and break is as follows:-

Key Stage 1 
 :  22 hrs  5 mins per week                  Key Stage 2    :  23 hrs 30 mins per week

Term and Holiday Dates 2011 / 2012
Non Pupil Day


- Monday 5th September 2011
Autumn Term commences

- Tuesday 6th September 2011
Non Pupil Day

            - Friday 21st October 2011
Half Term 



- Monday 24th - Friday 28th October 2011
Christmas Holiday


- Mon. 19th December 2011 - Mon. 2nd January 2012
Non Pupil Day 


- Tuesday 3rd January 2012
Spring Term commences

- Wednesday 4th January 2012
Non Pupil Day 


- Friday 27th January 2012
Half Term



- Monday 13th - Friday 17th February 2012
Easter Holiday



- Monday 2nd April - Friday 12th April 2012
Summer Term commences

- Monday 16th April 2012  

May Day



- Monday 7th May 2012
Half Term  



- Monday 4th June - Friday 8th June 2012
Non Pupil Day 


- Monday 23rd July 2012
Summer Holiday Commences
- Tuesday 24th July 2012  
This school year includes 5 “Non-Pupil” days which are available for staff training and are determined by the Headteacher and Governors. 
National Assessments for 7 and 11 year old Children 

Pupils in Year 6 will be taking the SAT (Standard Assessment Task) tests  as follows :

Year 6   (end of KS2)   during the week beginning  Monday 14th May 2012
Year 2 - end of KS1 -  dates are no longer set for tasks and tests to support Teacher Assessment
 
Curriculum Matters                                           
Curriculum Aims 

The Governing Body's curriculum policy statement embodies the L.E.A. curriculum statement and takes account of the requirements of the National Curriculum.  We aim to enable all the children to achieve their fullest potential in academic, physical, social, aesthetic and spiritual development; to prepare and equip them with the knowledge and skills for future education and adult life; and to foster attitudes which encourage children to value each other and the community in which they live.

Curriculum Organisation 

Our approach to learning throughout the curriculum is one which emphasises the importance of meaning and understanding in a relevant context. Wherever possible, themes or topics provide the framework within which appropriate knowledge, concepts and skills in English, mathematics, science, technology, art, music, P.E, history and geography can be taught. For children in years 3,4,5,and 6  science, history and geography topics are organised within a four year cycle. Cross curricular themes such as health, safety and environmental education may also be explored through topics, and the child's interests are incorporated wherever possible.  

English and Mathematics are taught each day in line with the National Literacy and Numeracy Strategies. Computers and other Information and Communication Technology resources are available in every class to support children’s learning in all subject areas, but each class also has timetabled sessions in the ICT suite when basic ICT skills are taught.
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Foundation Stage                                              
The Nursery Class 

The Nursery is an important asset to our school, helping us to establish good contact with parents that will be invaluable throughout the time the child is with us at Rayne; - through open evenings and  a carefully planned induction programme, we aim to ensure that the transition from home to school is as smooth as possible. The Nursery is very much part of the school as a whole, and there are many opportunities for our youngest children to join in activities with children from other classes.

The atmosphere is warm and friendly and offers the security of "a home away from home" where very young children can grow in confidence, independence and self control. Through stimulating and exciting activities they will begin to develop the language and the skills to express and understand themselves, their experience and their world ……….

	- exploring the nature of such things as sand, 

  water, materials and sound

- enjoying books and learning stories

- acting out everyday situations in a changing

 "role play corner"

- developing some control with scissors, 

   brushes, crayons, buttons and puzzles, and in    

   sewing, cutting and sticking

- sharing the beauty of all things natural
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Under the care and guidance of the Nursery Teacher and Nursery Nurse, children will also learn the important social skills such as listening and asking, playing with a friend, sharing and taking turns. Work is planned in line with the “Early Learning Goals” for children under 5 and booklets giving more information about the work we do in the nursery are available from the school. 

Children attend the nursery on a part-time basis, attending either morning or afternoon sessions, (usually during the afternoon for the youngest initially) before joining the reception infant class. 
Reception 

Children are admitted to reception classes at the beginning of or during, the academic year in which their fifth birthday falls. The curriculum is very flexible; some children may be able to read, write and count, while similar activities to those undertaken in the nursery may also continue to be appropriate.  Much of the work is experienced through practical and play activities, and children will communicate their ideas both orally and on paper.  A variety of tasks run concurrently during the day, allowing the teacher to provide for different needs and abilities, and to work more closely with children as they learn.


Children will develop greater control of simple tools and of their bodies and will be introduced to the correct formation of letters and numbers.  They will begin to recognise common words and learn letter sounds, (and will follow a regular programme of “Letters and Sounds” activities), and will be encouraged to take books or reading activities home as part of  our “Home - School Partnership" approach to reading through which teachers and parents work together to help children to read.  A wide assortment of interesting and appealing reading material is available, (within collections of books which are grouped according to difficulty), though one or two structured schemes may be used to reinforce the young child's first steps in reading. They will also learn songs, listen to stories and act out simple stories.  Art activities will help to develop self-expression and they will become increasingly aware of others, the school and the close world around them.
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Children will describe, compare and order everyday objects, exploring colour, shape and size; counting activities supported with apparatus will take place at every opportunity and will be represented both in pictures and in numbers.  All pupils will learn to use simple computer  programs to enhance their learning and development.

Children’s progress is assessed continually using the Foundation Stage Profile and information about this is shared with parents at the end of the reception year.
Key Stage 1                                                    
Year 1 / Year 2 

Much of the work continues to be derived from practical starting points with emphasis on discussion, and children will have opportunities for  performing tasks both individually and within groups.  They will become more independent, listen attentively, ask and answer questions, respond to complex instructions, and be able to find and use apparatus appropriate to tasks.


Children will use books both for pleasure and information - confident of a growing number of words and supported by a continuing “Letters and Sounds” programme, they will begin to write independently and use alphabetically ordered word books.  Children will learn to observe, question, estimate, make suggestions and predictions and begin to organise ideas and interpret findings.  They will be able to produce stories, accounts of activities and their own experiences, and will use the computer for word processing.  Handwriting will be more consistent in size and spacing and capital letters and full stops will be introduced.


With the help of apparatus children will explore place value and perform simple arithmetic.  They will perceive patterns in number, remember common number bonds and facts and apply their knowledge in a wide range of practical activities such as measuring, weighing, shopping and cooking. They will develop an early understanding of time and will work in two or three dimensions, learning geometrical terms for shapes and their properties.


Pupils will study ; living things - understanding their needs, growth, changes and differences; magnetism, electricity and movement, at a simple and appropriate level.


The design, planning and making of models will support and may combine aspects of such study and will allow children to explore the use of tools and the working characteristics of a range of materials.


The school grounds (e.g. gardens, environmental area etc.) and local community are an important resource to this work and also provide opportunities for early geographical and historical work through studies on perhaps houses and homes, roads and transport, fields and rivers, festivals and customs.

Key Stage 2                                                     
Year 3 / Year 4 

Children will be more systematic and ordered in their approach to work and sustained concentration will be possible for longer periods.  They will be more coordinated and will begin to participate in team games and dance or drama.  Greater maturity in physical development and control will enable more detailed observational artwork, neater presentation of work, and more accuracy in model making.
Children will still be encouraged to take home books and they will participate in regular silent reading sessions and will be able to select reading material although guidance may be offered.  They will use the school library to find information and to support classwork, and will be able to tackle words of increasing complexity.  They will learn to use dictionaries and the spelling of words will be taught in families using for example word banks and with the support of computer programmes.  Spelling and handwriting activities will often be closely related and in regular handwriting lessons, children will be introduced to a cursive script which is designed to allow for individual variations in style and to enable quick but legible writing.  Children will write with greater fluency and for a variety of purposes and audiences.  They will have an increased vocabulary, a command of simple punctuation, may begin to plan, draft and redraft pieces of written work, and attempt to write simple poetry.
Children will use large numbers and understand place value notation, and different methods of performing calculations with three digit numbers will be explored both practically and on paper.  The learning of multiplication tables will be important to speed and accuracy.  Investigations into patterns and the nature of our number system will be carried out, and "real" problems which require a mathematical solution will be tackled.  Children will collect data, and construct and interpret graphs and charts.  The ability to estimate and check will be further developed, and a variety of metric units of measure will be used.  Children will learn to tell the time, and become familiar with the use of calculators.
Scientific areas of study will include; investigations into natural and man made materials; the effects of elements of the weather and movements of the sun; life cycles and basic life processes; simple electric circuits and the measurements of temperature, sound and the properties of light.  Models will be more sophisticated and will involve methods of joining, strengthening, moving and controlling.  The school itself and wider local community; its buildings, churches, industries, farms, shops, rivers, ponds and woods will provide a context for meaningful historical and geographical study.
Year 5 / Year 6 
By the time children leave us it is hoped that they will be beginning to work unsupervised, and may be able to take on some responsibility for the nature and direction of study; posing questions and formulating strategies for research and investigations, in a systematic and methodical way; and capable of working in depth over long periods.


The development of body awareness, control and coordination will enable complex sequences of movements, and children will have acquired the skills to participate in a range of individual and team games - perhaps representing the school in competition with other schools at football, netball or athletics.


Most children should be able to produce a clear, legible and pleasing script, finely detailed representational drawings and accurately constructed graphs, charts and diagrams.  They will have experienced a wide variety of art and craft techniques, and will be able to use many tools and instruments with skill and precision. They will be able to design, plan and build complex models, perhaps linked to the computer.


Children will have been introduced to more advanced reading, information and library skills; using indexes, catalogues, and reference books, skimming and grasping main points, note taking and so on.  They will write reviews of the fiction they have read, and we hope they will gain much pleasure from reading.  Children will be able to express themselves and their opinions in a clear and logical manner and will participate in much class and group discussion and debate.  The child's vocabulary will be wide and will include specific or technical language, and written forms appropriate for a wide range of audiences and purposes will have been explored.  The use of words, simple sentence structure, the spelling of more complex words, and the use of punctuation will be taught, and most children will have become fairly fluent and able to write a some length.  

Children will become familiar with decimals, everyday fractions, percentages, averages, probability and will perform calculations with many digit numbers.  They will understand rotation, angles and the properties of geometric shapes, and will explore the use of formulae.  Simple computer programming will be undertaken.  Living things will be compared, classified, and their differences explored.  Patterns of life, food chains, decay and recycling and ecology will be studied, and environmental issues discussed.  Reproduction in plants and animals will be tackled at simple level and factors which influence health and body maintenance will be introduced.  

The measurement of weather, the storage and transfer of energy, the cause and effect of forces, the applications and properties of different materials, light and sound, will all be considered with increasing sophistication.
 Local studies will be related to world studies, and will be extended by visits, archive and other source materials.  Map work, both small scale locally, and using globes and atlases will be undertaken, and beliefs and customs beyond those experienced directly will be explored.
Summary of Sex Education Policy

Sex education is considered within the context of an overall policy for  personal, social and health education although classroom work can often stimulate discussions of an informal and less specific kind, which serve as natural introductions to the subject. The governing body has agreed that formal aspects of sex education will be taught within years 3, 4, 5, and 6, and parents have the opportunity to discuss this with teachers.  The school nurse is also involved in delivering sex education.
Assemblies and RE

Children attend assembly each day, though on some days KS1 and KS2 assemblies are held separately, - nursery children joining in with KS1.  Assemblies follow themes throughout the year and are very important in developing the values we wish to promote in our school as well as providing opportunities to celebrate the achievements of our children.

Parents have the right to withdraw their child from the collective worship element of assemblies. We follow the County agreed policy for Religious Education and parents also have the right to withdraw their child from this element of the school curriculum.   
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Educational Visits

A one week educational visit to a field study centre is usually arranged for pupils in 

Year 6 near the beginning of the Autumn term. Each year our children stay at the Aylmerton Centre, - a Field Study Centre in Norfolk.  This provided excellent opportunities for historical, geographical, environmental and scientific studies, based on the surrounding grounds and woodlands, the town of Cromer and the North Norfolk coast. The venues for such visits are selected with great care and value for money is always an important consideration. 

Extended visits depend upon parents’ willingness to pay but the school does operate a saving scheme to make this more manageable
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PE Sport and Swimming

As part of our physical education curriculum all children encounter a range of team games during the year including football, cricket, rounders and netball. The school has football and netball teams and we try to arrange friendly fixtures with other local primary schools. We enter an athletics team in the annual Braintree Schools’ Sports Meeting and hold our own school sports days during the summer term. While the emphasis for nursery and KS1 children is “fun”, the KS2 sports day is a traditional event involving an inter-house competition.  

Sports and games are a feature of the extra curricular activities offered at our school, and while members of staff undertake sports training and coaching sessions from time to time, we also draw upon the expertise of others including a professional football coach.

KS2 pupils may receive swimming tuition at the Braintree Swimming Pool, (opportunities are limited so children who are weak or non-swimmers are the first priority),  however we do ask parents for a contribution towards the cost of tuition and transport. Children participate in a National Curriculum Swimming Award Scheme.
Music 
In addition to the musical activities undertaken as part of the National Curriculum, we can also arrange for individual private tuition on a range of instruments in association with the County Music Service. 

French
All children from Nursery to Year 6 receive a weekly French lesson taught by a specialist French teacher – Madame Anderson, (who also runs a French club for which there is a charge).
Homework 

Children are given regular homework, although the amount and frequency varies according to the age of the child. A homework booklet providing further information, is available from the school office. Reading books and reading activities are also sent home, and children are encouraged to follow up school work at home. 

Where a child is absent through ill health for some time, we will arrange for work to be sent home as appropriate. During times set aside for parental consultation, or at other times by appointment, teachers can advise parents on how to help their children at home, ensuring that parents and teachers work together for the benefit of the children.

Extra Curricular Activities 

	A range of additional activities are normally available to children after school, or occasionally before school starts or during the lunch hour, although they vary according to the time of the year and availability of staff. Such “clubs” have included board games, football, netball, singing, sewing, dance, gardening, recorder, computer, cookery, first aid, petanque, film, French, tennis, drama and homework. 
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Lunchtime Activities
A wide range of play activities are organised by mid-day supervisors for children at lunchtime. Older children are trained as “Play Leaders” and run playground games for children of all ages.
Special Educational Needs                                   

The school aims to have a positive approach to all children. We seek to foster enjoyment and confidence in all they undertake, focusing on what each child can rather than cannot do. The school endeavours to work closely with parents to encourage the confidence and self image of all children. We aim to give every child access to the National Curriculum, which is carefully planned to enable progression. Where children experience difficulties, support will be matched to individual needs.

Miss V. Smith is the school’s co-ordinator for special educational needs, (SENCO), supported by Mrs. S. Rayner (SENCo Teaching Assistant). Where necessary we draw upon members of the County’s Learning Support Service to provide assistance with assessment and the planning of appropriate work for individual children. The school employs approximately one full time teaching assistant for each KS 1 class, and five teaching assistants in KS 2.  Teaching assistants support in the classroom but also run literacy and maths support groups with identified children. 

We follow a staged approach to special educational needs in line with the current “Special Educational Needs Code of Practice”, and make every effort to accommodate children with disabilities.
The school has a clear policy  on racism and will not tolerate prejudice in any form. The Deputy Headteacher has a key responsibility in this, and all incidents are reported, recorded and dealt with.

The school is committed to an inclusive approach to education and every reasonable effort is made to attempt to accommodate children with disabilities, though specific individual requirements may depend upon the availability of additional external funding.

Whenever modifications to school premises are proposed, Governors consider improvements to access for children and adults with disabilities.
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Pastoral Care and Discipline                                

Discipline is firm but sympathetic and places much emphasis on the relationships we develop with children.  The values and attitudes of the school community are demonstrated by example and by discussion, so that children will absorb them and make them their own.  Rules concerning behaviour within school, in the playground and on the games field exist to allow children to work, learn and play cooperatively and happily.  The teacher will consult parents when a child is not amenable to school discipline and by working together, we can hopefully resolve the situation.

In exceptional cases, the Headteacher may exclude a child from school for a fixed or indefinite period, or he may propose permanent exclusion.  Parents have a right to make representation (written in the case of a fixed term exclusion) to the Governing Body and Local Education Authority at the meeting(s) called to consider the exclusion.

Assemblies

Children attend assembly each day, though on some days KS1 and KS2 assemblies are held separately, - nursery children joining in with KS1. Assemblies follow themes throughout the year and are very important in developing the values we wish to promote in our school as well as providing opportunities to celebrate the achievements of our children.

Parents have the right to withdraw their child from the collective worship element of assemblies. We follow the County agreed policy for Religious Education and parents also have the right to withdraw their child from this element of the school curriculum.   

Houses
 A “House System” operates at KS2 - children joining one of four Houses : - Brunwin, Capel, Kidder or Vaughan and  this has an important part to play in our whole school behaviour policy. It allows the efforts, and achievements of pupils to be acknowledged and rewarded, and we hope it provides pupils with a sense of identity - of belonging to a smaller group within the overall family of the school. A variety of inter-house competitions are arranged during the year including the house sports day at the end of the summer term. 

Child Protection and Safeguarding Children
As a caring organisation with direct responsibility for children, our first concern must be your child’s welfare in all its aspects. Therefore there could be occasions when we would have to consult other agencies even before contacting you, particularly in relation to Child Protection / Abuse concerns. Should this ever be necessary we want to reassure you that the concerns we have about your child would then be discussed with you after contact with the other agency. 

The procedures we have to follow, (it is a statutory duty), have been laid down by the Essex Safeguarding Children Board. If you would like further information about this, please speak  to the headteacher.       

All appointments are subject to CRB (Criminal Records Bureau) checks and personnel procedures for making appointments are rigorous in ensuring the safeguarding children.
Support for Charities
Of the many requests from charities we receive each year, we select one to support throughout the year and children are actively encouraged to devise and run their own fund raising activities such as small quizzes, competitions and sponsored events, in addition to those organised by adults in school. We believe that this helps to develop in our children a sense of respect, responsibility, and compassion.  
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Race Equality and Diversity
Under the Race Relations (Amendment) Act 2000 and Home Office Code of Practice on reporting and recording racist incidents (2000) schools are required to record and investigate all racist incidents and to report them to the Local Authority on a regular basis.
Definition of a racist incident

‘A racist incident is any incident which is perceived to be racist by the victim or any other person.’

This definition emphasises perception, so that if anyone thinks an incident is racist it will be recorded and investigated as such, however minor it may seem. Incidents involving children and adults will be recorded whether or not those responsible intended their behaviour to be racist. It should also be noted that a racist incident does not necessarily have a victim. 
Procedures

Parents/carers will be contacted if their child is involved in any way in an alleged racist incident and they will be kept informed of the progress and outcome of any investigation.

Any incident that is alleged or perceived to be racist will be recorded and if, following investigation, it is concluded that it is not racist, this outcome will be noted on both the school record of the incident and the report that is submitted to the Local Authority.

Termly reports of incidents on the Local Authority Racist Incident Database (RaID) will not identify individuals, but this information will be kept at school level, in line with other records on behaviour and incidents of bullying.

The school will seek advice from the Local Authority as and when required and parents/carers may also discuss any concerns regarding racist incidents with the Ethnic Minority and Traveller Achievement Service, (contact details can be provided by the school, or by the Essex CC website).
Working Together                                             
Rayne Parent Staff Association
As a parent or guardian of a pupil at Rayne Primary and Nursery School, you automatically become a member of the Parent Staff Association. An AGM is held each September to elect a committee and make plans for the coming year’s events - usually a wide variety of functions which seek to bring families and school together as well as to raise funds. The  P.S.A aims to do all it can to further the education of our children and they deserve all our support.  
Money raised by the P.S.A. pays for many extra things we would otherwise be unable to afford, as well as giving support children’s outings and entertainment.

Charging and Remissions Policy
To enrich the curriculum we look for opportunities to take children out into the environment or have visitors into school. Unfortunately these often cost money. Parents are not obliged to pay for these visits or for materials used by the children. However if an activity cannot be funded without your voluntary contributions, then this will be made clear at the outset.

 Contributions are only requested for activities not funded by the school budget.

 No child is ever excluded from an activity because of the parents' inability to contribute.
Links with other Schools

Our school falls within the priority admissions area of the Notley High School in Braintree (though secondary school admissions are dependent on home address and not the primary school attended), and we are very strongly committed to Primary - Secondary liaison. Regular meetings aim to make our children’s education a continuous process from 5 - 16 and a well developed induction programme ensures that the transition from year 6 to year 7 is smooth. We make use of the specialist facilities and expertise the Notley High School has to offer and 

we belong to a local network of schools, (BRAND Local Delivery Group), which jointly plans events and training  to further curriculum development and provide exciting educational experiences for our children. 
School Council

Our School Council has been established for many years and plays an very active part in the running of our school. Every September elections are held to choose representatives form each class and nominate officers – Chair, Secretary and Treasurer (they have an annual budget of £1000), as well as Energy Monitors and Health and Safety Reps.  Members of the School Council attend and present reports to the Rayne Annual Parish Assembly. 
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When Pupils Leave Rayne                                 
Parents can apply for their child to be educated in any secondary school of their choice, though each school has a priority admissions area and priority places are offered to those children whose home address is within that area.

In September 2011 our Year 6 pupils transferred to the following schools :
The Notley High School, Braintree


28
Helena Romanes School, Great Dunmow

 2
Tabor Science College                                                 2
School Uniform                                                
At our school we aim for high standards in learning and behaviour. We believe that school uniform and appearance have an important part to play in this, and in promoting the right attitudes in our pupils. In an increasingly image conscious world we are keen to preserve the idea of childhood and for our children not to become “too old too young”.

We want to ensure that children are safe in undertaking the wide range of activities we do in school.
We hope that all parents will  support us in this.
Uniform ........ includes : 
	red or grey sweatshirts

red or grey cardigans

     white or red Polo shirts 

    white shirts or white blouses 

     grey trousers or shorts

gingham  skirts  / dresses

     (hats or  school caps are also needed in hot sunny weather)



Footwear

Appropriate black shoes (no white trainers);  please avoid “chunky” shoes with excessively high heels.
P.E. Kit

Red shorts and white T-shirts, or a leotard. Plimsolls or track shoes are needed to change into for outside P.E.and games.
Please remember to mark all items clearly with your child’s name
School Shop
Uniform can be purchased from the school shop which is open in the Parents’ Room on Thursday mornings from 8.50 – 9.15am. As we can only stock a small range of sizes, most parents like to take advantage of the orders we place with the suppliers each term.
Jewellery

Children should not wear jewellery to school.

Where children have pierced ears, studs only are permitted and in line with health and safety guidance, for P.E. these should be removed.
Children may wear watches but alarm functions which “bleep” at regular intervals must be switched off. 

(Children are not permitted  to bring mobile phones into school).
Hair / Make-Up

Long hair should be tied back, particularly for Science, Art, P.E. and Design Technology activities. We consider make up including nail varnish as inappropriate and unnecessary for primary age pupils.
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For Your Information .................                           

Assessment and Test Results

The following tables show the levels of attainment indicated by Teacher Assessment (TA), and the National Tests (SATs), in Maths, English, and Science for children in Year 6 and by Teacher Assessment (TA), for Year 2. 

	
	
	Level 6
	
	

	
	
	Level 5
	It is thought that most

	
	
	Level 4
	eleven year olds will attain

	It is thought that most 
	Level 3
	within this band

	seven year olds will attain
	Level 2
	
	

	within this band
	Level 1
	
	

	
	
	Level W
	
	


Year 2
These tables show the most recent assessment results of Year 2 children at each level in the 2010/11 school year (2009 for national). Figures may not total 100% because of rounding.

	
	
	
	
	
	School Results
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Figures may not total 100 per cent because of rounding.
	
	

	
	 
	 
	 
	
	
	Percentage at each level
	 
	 
	 
	

	
	 
	 
	W
	1
	2
	2C
	2B
	2A
	3 or above
	Disapplied children
	Absent children
	

	
	Speaking and listening
	3%
	3%
	71%
	 
	 
	 
	24%
	0%
	0%
	

	
	Reading
	3%
	11%
	 
	16%
	8%
	16%
	47%
	0%
	0%
	

	
	Writing
	3%
	16%
	 
	18%
	13%
	34%
	16%
	0%
	0%
	

	
	Mathematics
	3%
	11%
	 
	8%
	24%
	29%
	26%
	0%
	0%
	

	
	Science
	3%
	5%
	71%
	 
	 
	 
	21%
	0%
	0%
	


 KEY STAGE 1 NATIONAL RESULTS
	
	Percentage at each level

	
	W
	1
	2
	2C
	2B
	2A
	3 or above
	Disapplied children
	Absent children

	Speaking and listening 
	2
	11
	66
	
	
	
	21
	0
	0

	Reading
	3
	12
	
	12
	23
	24
	26
	0
	0

	Writing
	4
	15
	
	21
	28
	20
	12
	0
	0

	Mathematics
	2
	9
	
	16
	26
	26
	20
	0
	0

	Science 
	2
	9
	68
	
	
	
	21
	0


Year 6
These tables show the most recent statutory assessment results of  the 37 Year 6 children achieving each level in the 2011 school year. Figures may not total 100% because of rounding.
	TEST RESULTS       KS2 2011       (National 2010)

	 
	 
	Below level 3*
	3
	4
	5
	Disapplied
	Absent

	English
	0%
	19%
	58%
	23%
	 0
	 

	
	7
	13
	47
	33
	0
	1

	Reading
	6%
	6%
	39%
	48%
	 0
	 

	
	9
	7
	33
	50
	0
	1

	Writing
	0%
	16%
	52%
	16%
	 0
	 

	
	6
	23
	50
	21
	0
	1

	Maths
	6%
	16%
	48%
	29%
	 0
	 

	
	6
	14
	45
	34
	0
	1


	
	TEACHER ASSESSMENTS    KS2 2011       (National 2010)

	
	Below 

level 3*
	3
	4
	5

	English
	3
	19
	48
	29

	
	5
	14
	49
	32

	Mathematics
	3
	16
	52
	29

	
	4
	14
	46
	35

	Science
	0
	13
	52
	35

	
	3
	12
	49
	37


Curriculum Targets
Local Education Authorities and schools have to set targets based on using what we know about children to predict their levels of achievement at 11. The targets we set in 2010 for 2012 are :-


77 % to attain Level 4 or above in both English and Maths 


            84 % to make two levels progress in English



87 % to make two levels progress in Maths
 Targets may be reviewed and adjusted when pupils leave or join the relevant year group.
While end of key stage National Test data can provide useful information, our teachers work hard every year to get the best from our children. As children’s overall ability varies from yeargroup to yeargroup, there will be very successful years when test results are lower but children have made good progress in relation to their prior attainment.
Attendance

The following table shows the percentage attendance figures 2010/2011 
	
	Actual Attendance
	Authorised Absence
	Unauthorised Absence

	School
	95.59%
	4.41%
	0.05%


Complaints Procedure
We believe very much in parents and teachers working together in the best interests of the children, and hope that any problems or difficulties which may arise can be dealt with quickly and informally through discussion with either the class teacher or the headteacher.

However where any parental concerns cannot be resolved in this way, a formal complaint should be made in writing to the Chair of the Governing Body. 

The arrangements made to deal with such a complaint 

are detailed in a document available at the school.

The Local Authority (Essex County Council) no longer has a statutory role in handling complaints against schools. The DfE is carrying out a pilot study into how new arrangements for dealing with school complaints beyond the governing body might operate.   These arrangements will be the responsibility of the Local Government Ombudsman (LGO) and are expected to be rolled out nationally by the end of 2011. Pending the implementation of the new LGO arrangements, Essex LA will aim to point complainants in the right direction (school or DfE) for a resolution of their complaint.

Availability of Information 

All relevant documents of interest to parents: - School and L.E.A. policy documents, National Curriculum files, DfE. regulations and circulars, inspection copies of Governors' Meetings Minutes and Agenda, charging and remissions policy, and complaints procedure, are available at the Headteacher’s' Office and can be consulted or borrowed on request.

N.B.  Please note that the information given above on Rayne Primary and Nursery School 

is correct at 1st September 2011 but it should not be assumed that there have been no subsequent changes affecting the relevant arrangements or some particular matter before the start of or during, the academic year 2011/2012
Every child is different ..........

 They look different

 Behave differently

 Develop at different times

      and at different rates

 Learn at different times

      
and in different ways

  For their sake, please try not to 

compare them with other children.
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